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- PREFACE,

The education of the young gencration
of this Island is chiefly carried on under the
control of Government, For this purpose it
has established a separate Department.
The Department of Public Instruction intro-
duces new methods on education from time
to time. Many changes have been made 11
the Code for 1908, chief among them 1is the
adding of Grammar to the Syllabus of
subjects to be taught from 1V Standard in
Sinhalese Schools, which had hitherto been
from the VI Standard. The teaching of
Sinhalese Grammar from a lower Standard
had been a long felt want. Now, this
Grammar entitled “Vyakarana Ratnaya”
(Gem of Grammar) was compiled by me at
the vequest of several teachers who urged on
me the necessity of having a Grammar in
accordance with the new Syllabus. In

compiling this Grammar accordingly, I have

endeavoured, as much as possible, to retain
the ordinary Grammatical idioms and the
order of the “Sidat sangara™ the Great
Grammar of the Sinhalese language.



v
Copies of letters from eminent scholars

expressing their opinion are appended
hereunto.

I offer my sincere thanks to my teacher
the Right Reverened Dharmakirti Sri
Dharmdarama High Priest and Principal of
Vidy Jalankam Oriental College at Peliya—
goda for the valuable assistance received
at his hands i compiling this book.

4. B. M. An‘zerasekem-.

Kalutara,
February 1909.
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l'-’rom W. F. Gunawardhana Esquire
Translator Mudaliyar

Public Instruction Department
Colombo, 12th: February 1909,

A B M. Amaresekera E-quire
Kalutara.
Dear Sir, :

Thanks for the advance copy of the
Vyakarana Ratnaya wich you were so good
as to send me I have glanced over the
pages of the book. and consider it a neat
work, very intelligently written ~ Whatever
differences of opinion there might be with
reqard to particular  points. your boolk:
possesses the merit of great clearness and /
am sure it must prove very useful to
heginners

Yours truly
(Signed) W. F. Gunawardhana.

Frrom -P. James Coorey Esquire
Sub-Inspcetor of Schools.

Alutgama
15th: February 1909.°
Dear Mr. Amarasekera, _

I received with thanks the Grammar book
sent to me. It is a book written with care
and intelligence and in plain language to
suit  the beginners who will derive much
benefit by the study of it.

Yours faithfully
Signed) Jas: Coorey. .
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